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Isaac Cline ð1900 Storm

òUnusually heavy swells from the southeast. Such 
high water with opposing winds never observed 
previously.ó

Neil B. Ward ð1961 Geary, OK

ÅòHookó Echo

NSSL works with OU Dept. of Meteorology ð1964

TOTO (TOtable Tornado Observatory) ð1981-1983

Josh Wurman / VORTEX  - DOW May 3, 1999 ð318MPH!

Warren Faidley ðFirst Full -Time Chaser

VORTEX 2 Sees Into A Tornado! ðGoshen County, WY



You Probably Already Are!

Terminology To Know:

Watch

Warning

Singlecell / Multicell / Supercell

Wall Cloud

RFD (Rear Flank Downdraft)

CAPE (Convective Available Potential Energy) in J/kg

Dew Point

Overshooting Top



http://stormchasers.com ðWarren Faidley

http://chasingstorms.com ðNASCAS
(National Association of Storm Chasers and Spotters)

http://www.spc.noaa.gov ðStorm Prediction Center / Norman, OK
Convective Outlook / Mesoscale Discussion (MD)

òWeatheró for Dummies ðJohn D. Cox

The Handy Weather Answer Book ðWalter A. Lyons, Ph.D.

http://ametsoc.org ðAmerican Meteorological Society

Advanced Spottersõ Field Guide ðU.S. DOC / NOAA / NWS

National Geographic ðApril 2004
òChasing Tornadoesó ðPriit J. Vesilind

http://skywarn.com - SKYWARN



SKYWARN

National Association of Storm Chasers and Spotters

Storm Prediction Center ðNorman, OK

National Severe Storms Laboratory ðNorman, OK

University of Oklahoma ðDept. of Meteorology

American Meteorological Society

VORTEX2

Center for Severe Weather Research



ALWAYS #1 PRIORITY

1. Avoid Chasing Alone

2. Donõt Speed Unless ABSOLUTELY Necessary

3. Avoid Unpaved Roads

4. Avoid Chasing At Night

5. Be Cognizant About The Availability Of Fuel

6. Avoid òcore-punchingó storms

7. Avoid Driving Into High Water

8. Have Planned Escape Routes

9. Be Wary Of Hail and Flying Debris

10. Parking Under Interstate Overpasses Is NOT Safe

òIf In Doubt, Get Out!ó



Minimum:

ÅKnowledge of Storm Formation / Storm Motion

ÅRoad Map

ÅEmergency Roadside Supplies

ÅBearcat Scanner (Monitor NOAA Wx Radio / Emergency Services)

Equipment Used In This Chase:

ÅYaesu FT-100D (Monitor 146.55 / 146.52)

ÅLaptop Running SwiftWx Professional w/ Internet capabilities

ÅRoad Map / Garmin GPS with Microsoft Streets & Trips

ÅHandheld Anemometer

ÅHandheld Lightning Detector / Relative Motion Detection



Colin, KU5B & Bob, NX5M



2007 Suzuki SX4

Little Tarheel II for HF/6m

Diamond for 2m/70cm

Mag Mount for Scanner

This car had a tree fall on it during 
Hurricane Ike and survived well ðI 
figure that makes for a great storm 
chasing car.



The Loooooong Drive Over



We Stop in OKC and Take a Look at the Convective Outlooké

URGENT - IMMEDIATE BROADCAST REQUESTED SEVERE THUNDERSTORM 

WATCH NUMBER 708 NWS STORM PREDICTION CENTER NORMAN OK 320 PM CDT 

MON AUG 17 2009

THE NWS STORM PREDICTION CENTER HAS ISSUED A SEVERE THUNDERSTORM 

WATCH FOR PORTIONS OF

NORTHWEST OKLAHOMA

CENTRAL AND EASTERN TEXAS PANHANDLE

EFFECTIVE THIS MONDAY AFTERNOON AND EVENING FROM 320 PM UNTIL 1000 

PM CDT.

HAIL TO 2 INCHES IN DIAMETER...THUNDERSTORM WIND GUSTS TO 70 MPH...AND 

DANGEROUS LIGHTNING ARE POSSIBLE IN THESE AREAS.

THE SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WATCH AREA IS APPROXIMATELY ALONG AND 55 

STATUTE MILES NORTH AND SOUTH OF A LINE FROM 25 MILES NORTH 

NORTHWEST OF AMARILLO TEXAS TO 10 MILES SOUTH OF ENID OKLAHOMA. FOR 

A COMPLETE DEPICTION OF THE WATCH SEE THE ASSOCIATED WATCH OUTLINE 

UPDATE (WOUS64 KWNS WOU8). 

DISCUSSION...THUNDERSTORMS HAVE ALREADY 

DEVELOPED NEAR AMA ALONG A SURFACE 

TROUGH...AND ADDITIONAL STORMS MAY FORM 

FARTHER TO THE ENE ALONG THE BOUNDARY IN 

THE NE TX PANHANDLE AS SURFACE HEATING 

CONTINUES. OTHER STORMS COULD ALSO 

DEVELOP THIS AFTERNOON ALONG A STALLED 

OUTFLOW BOUNDARY ACROSS NW OK. VERTICAL 

SHEAR IS AT LEAST MARGINALLY FAVORABLE FOR 

SUPERCELLS ON THE IMMEDIATE COOL SIDE OF THE 

BOUNDARY...ALONG THE N EDGE OF THE 

STRONGER SURFACE-BASED INSTABILITY. 

CONVECTION SHOULD INCREASE IN COVERAGE AND 

PERSIST THROUGH THE EVENING...WITH LARGE 

HAIL AND DAMAGING WINDS THE MAIN SEVERE 

THREATS. 



3:21pm



Decision Timeéwe decide to go to Seiling, OK via Watonga, OK

5:36pm



Seiling is too far WestéWe backtrack to Okeene, OK

6:11pm



Radar Data shows us good rotationéletõs go back to Watonga

6:31pm



We Arrive in Watongaé

Well -Defined Rotation Wall Cloud Formation

6:56pm



Movie Time!

Mute @ 00:25-26http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mekhqatsoNA

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mekhqatsoNA


Here are some stillsé



More stillsé


